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What is Adventure?

« FAST PACED & ACTION-PACKED!

o« Emphasis is on events themselves, rather
than the space between events (the
suspense).

o Readers who favor adventure (& related
genres) may express impatience
with more gradual storytelling styles,
however suspenseful they may seem.
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Something or Somewhere Extraordinary

Not here: EIsewhere. Journeys, voyages,
qguests, missions.

iplic

Often set in exotic locales, with vivid
world-building, and/or involve curious or
potent artifacts.

LI 9 N \) >,
Thrillers gain power from relatability: N OF T TE

"This could've been me." b GRAIT™

TIM HODKINSON

Adventure highlights otherness: Readers
enjoy an "escape" from the everyday.
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I'm Holding Out for a Hero!

Strong, capable, skilled, even if reluctant.
Charismatic, ideal.
Simplicity, moral clarity.

The Good Guy, (& yes, it's mostly guys.)

Not to be confused w/ the Bad Guys: no AND HE-S GIITTA BE
"unreliable narrators" need apply. lAIII}EH THAN LIFE
Dirk Pitt, James Bond, Cotton Malone,

Tucker Wayne, Ethan Gage, Alexander Hawke, Painter Crowe, Finn Ryan,

Richard Savage, Nina Wilde, Mac Bolan. |
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Adventure siblings (or offspring?)
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Space Opera Superhero Comics Westerns
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Adventure
Family Tree
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Adventure: The Original Genre?




Adventure: Epically Global

PENGUIN@CLASSICS

BAMBA SUSO

W H'ENG-EN
The Mahabharata AND BANNA KANUTE ks ©

Monkey

Sunjata

Abridged and translated by JOHN D. SMITH

- e a3 g



Adventure: A True Classic

= NOBY
8

HERMAN MELVILLE
ILLUSTRATED BY
ROCKWELL KENT

e
i
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MIGUEL
DE CERVANTES

Parody, Picaresque, "True" Adventure "Literary" Adventure
& Satire ]
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Adventure: A True Classic

THE
SCARLET PIMPERNEL

 Adventure

TYPHOON
AND OTHER STORIES

Jack LONDON

Baroness ORCZY ; o4 2y ; ” H{.f+f1w P ‘E;(:]il’]1L.EE}~{l—IF:)
Y] Wind, Sand
and Stars
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19th Century Literacy Boom:
A Golden Age of Adventure

Y CHARLES DICKENS ﬁ \
wien 4

SCEMES

FAR

cavarw.  SE TR WE IC] T.oouaweeT

R

%% The Author reserves the right of Translation.
1858
ot

Serialization Pulp fiction: Bloods, Historicals Colonial
Dreads, Dime Exoticism

Novels \|l|"
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Contemporary Adventure Subgenres
Mainstream Adventure

B1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

JANES
g

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

STEVE
BERRY

TEDBELL GIBBINS

ALEX HAWKE
NOUEL

oA HAW“E

“ALEX HAWKE |5 THE NEW JRMES BOND."
—JAMES PATTERSON

ODYSSEY

A THRILLER




Contemporary Adventure Subgenres
Historical Adventure

|G G U L DE N

Fanciful adventure vs. Historical accuracy



Contemporary Adventure Subgenres
Nautical Adventure

Captain Frederick Marryat
MR MIDSHIPMAN EASY

“This was Mmryat's__ﬁavy. his world, aq,d.no one brings it
iH Lcity. A . o K

]T-I.DR.\H’-].{‘JW ER
DURING THE CRISIS

JU\IAN

STOCKWIN
THUNDERER™

PSR

AUTHOR OF THE W. Y. BOYD AWARD - WINNING PACIFIC GLORY.




Westerns




What are Westerns?

Characteristics:

o Specific sense of place—generally the
Mississippi River to the Pacific Coast

o Specific sense of time—generally the 1850s to H |
the early 20th Century .

o Traditionally the “mythic feel of the Old West h
takes precedence over accuracy” |

e Often the loner who rides into town...




What we're not talking about today...

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

DIANA

PAIMER

= G .
e L

TARY CONNEALY
- b -

BROTHERS

-'-

MILLION-T IIJ P" BESTSELLER!

She venlured west with

the man she loved,

but fn one day the

A | * .

3 :

Love Comes So

dream was gone. ...
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; by |
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History of
the Genre

E a3 o g

\iis

IRRARY



AT E———
J

ISSUED SEMI-MONTHLY <+ SEPTEMBER 5, 1919

History of the Western Genre Westem Story
R Magaz ne &

Dime novels and penny dreadfuls
Pulp magazines

Peak in the 1960s along with the wave
of TV shows and movies

- “Adult Westerns”

. Continuing to expand and morph

AN STORIES OF GU%LHE '

The Pulp Magazines Project:
https://www.pulpmags.org/index.htm \| ' | I ,
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Classic Examples

THE VIRGINIAN LARRY LOUIS
McMURTRY LAI}“OPR
LONESOME
DOVE R

PULITZER
PRIZE

Owen Wister

Riders of the Purple Sage
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Why read Westerns?

Nostalgia for a lost time
Connection to the land
Action-packed adventures

Bad guys get theirs




Western Themes
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L awmen

Sheriffs, Marshalls, Pinkerton Agents, etc.

= b '
A TRUSTY DAWSON U.S. DEPUTY MARSHAL WESTERN /ol l
i , o .-l'u-l'-"i i
b | SPUR AWARD—\A INNING AUTHOR
A ] AT |
.- -T FIRST
a IN ANEW

SERIES!

ANOVEL s> U
. . ‘_
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TERRENCE
McCAULEY

0 . >
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Outlaws

On the run (whether merited or not), robbers, killers, leading the show.

—W
mm'ﬂfmmf#ﬁﬂ read
-mmmm Tling o

SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2011 MAN BOOKER PRIZE
ng author

An Outlaw Torn Slater Western

¥ — B;.‘ D MES _[
£ Pt e r -

Farsl n & Mew Senes

THH GOSPEL
ACCORDING T0

THE EVENING REDNESS A 1]
I'N' THE "WEST

25th ANNIFIVERSARY EDITITION ﬂ.nﬂve}

Dennis Hclarthy




Revenge

The wronged have their day and vengeance is theirs.

[ THE CLASSIC NOVEL %] USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR
THE #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Thomas Savage

ANETFLIX FILM

The

; “The Revenant th witches—a compellmg revenge, bale
with an icopic and unfor; gettablé chal acter.” :
—JAMES DE@IONACO cneqtm ofThe Purﬂe Series ! e

i

{
t\

Afterword by

Annie Proulx
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The Land As Character

The wide-open spaces of the west and the fight to survive them....

P

MICHENER

INTRODUCTION BY STEVE BERRY %4

JAM ES A

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

CENTENNIAL

A NOVEL

hile he fascinates and engrosses,
0 educates.” —L0OS ANGELES TIMES

THE COLD DISH

KI—IIGH

DIVIDE

L IN

“ANOVEL TO GET LOST IN®
~Jamses Scon, dil

hor ol The Kepl

ENGER



Questions to ask readers!

~

N

What level of action?

~

r

What level of
romance is
acceptable, if

How open to
other genre
elements are

any?

you?

What do you
want to avoid?

w

N
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Current Ongoing Series

USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

JIL RALEE
COTTON

g “GUN-SMOKED, BLOODSTAINED,
GRITTY BELIEVABILITY...
e ™ & A HARD HAND T0 BEATL"
. ~TERRY C. JOHNSTON

A RALFH COMFTON WESTERN BY JACKSOM LOWERY

Popular publishers include Pinnacle at Kensington, Kensington, Five Star, Forge,
TwoDot, St. Martin’s Paperbacks

— N \IRMR\'



Western Awards

Spur Awards from the Western
Writers of America

20 potential categories

for awards

\iis
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Adventure Themes

8l26a/7

Jo%e “OER LAND awp SEA” J
LIBRARY.

[ILLUSTRATED.]

SEPTEMBER, 25¢ :
THE EXCITING NEW MAGAZINE
WITH TRUE, SENSATIONAL
sTories rorR MEN!

the island of
LONELY

ot
=]

BILL HICKOKS
WILD
WOMEN

iBATTI.ED A GIANT OTTER :s./

A WOMAN'S SECRET SHAME

THE CASE OF THE
MARRIED VIRGINS

HAVE YOU SENTENCED
YOURSELF TO DEATH?

| WATCHED
MYSELF DIE!

"IN A MOMENT THE SCHOOL OF HUNGRY DOG FISH WERE UPON HIM.” 3

No. 20.] LONDON :—ALDINE PUBLISHING CONPANY. [2d.

™ T E a3



Ancient Enigmas

AN ANCIENT SECRET.
A DEADLY THREAT.

#1 NEW YORK TIMES-BESTSELLING AUTHOR

[ OSEFEITY

OksTHE

A NOVEL

TEMPLARS

“Adventure stories don’t get much more epic than this!”
—The Mirror (U.K.)

AUTHOR OF ANGELS AND DEMONS

™ T E a3



Swashbuckling!

“A | d entertaining start t bl =
Kim Stanle;lekrillci:‘s/s:l,a :ugenn ;ma:::i: :m:':'l“i:r‘:;z’;a;::f ?ﬁ Red Mars B E N N E T T R o C o L E S
' — OF -

MARQUE

“A blast to read.”
—Steven Erikson,

A swashbuckling romp
packed with charisma,
camaraderie, quick wit and

even quicker swordplay.”
—lason Heller, KPR

New York Times bestselling author




Still
Swashing
Bucklers

washbuckler

)0 1820 1840 1860 1880 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000

"Indiana Jones"  Yarn® "Derring-Do" "Romp"
N ..o Adventur*™
Rollicking "James Bond"
"Rip-Roaring”

"Over-the-Top" "FUNI"
o P "Tongue in Cheek" \Ul/
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ADVENTURE IS FUN!

Faraga
SHONTU . {

i

) S

)

0D

THE IMPOSSIBLE 11"

NYWAT
WVYITIIM

- : 5
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More Points of View

“A mind-bending aria for our age.”
—David James Duncan, authorof THE RIVER WHY

A NOVEL BY

ALFRED STIFSIM

\iis

IRRARY
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Western Mysteries

NEXTTO
LAST STAND

LONGHIRE.




Weird Westerns

ARE YOU A
OR ARE YOU A

ARD b e |
RARIAN? ’
X [

J l'(

B

.
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- With allinewStories by:“ ( |
el hrry Correia - Jody Lynn Nye™ 1
i & MichaellA: Stackpole *Kevin J Anderson

L L L \  Sarah'A. Hoyt - Alan Dean Foster
OF MAGIC FOR LIARS Jim Butcher atd mare!

cow
LIB

RAORDINARY
THRILLER.”
~LEE CHILD

AN EASY DEATH




More Diversity? Well....

RIVER OF TEETH, TASTE OF MARROW, and New Stories —_ . - =
THE RED LION SERTIES

“You’d better get comfortable before you pick up this estrogen-laced Da Vinci Code:
it’s a blood-pumping adventure you’llread straight to thethnlling end.” —GLAM O UR

=

i

RECOVERY
AGENT

i ~ : W WORLD ) ‘L )V
-‘.:,:.1 ".. 1 . . V OR : “ \v | '
> GARY ! "YXTA MAYA MU
\ ) = \\ \UTHO ] ne - it
PHILLI Ps “A gift of violent, unexpected glee.”—KEVIN HEARNE Y X A N‘E W ADVENTURE BE G IN S
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The End of an Era?
"Men's Adventure" Series

#5 in the incredible
Y adventures of the

' -

| T - oy g
'?:)y’ w/ﬂ"ff e AL i £ 3 TN ESTROYER SEAIS
lBEIl-iI'I :-:Ii.d:s:lthaéeadly r«inrlhweat!ﬂafn'.rul;Turc‘e" Msmmu "m.IH ':H"NH:““N deciares war S .. . i R"’- CARTER

Don Pendleton

WITH WARREN MURPHY AND RICHARD SAPIR




A New Era?

Game-based fiction & L

tIRPG

BASED ON A UBISOFT CREATION
ASSASSIN'S

CREED

VALHALLA

SWORD OF THE
WHITE HORSE

AssABINS BROTHERHOOD OLIVER BC
—% D >

Zw@zw RENAISSAN
e < :¥o =
. LB

Assgs

ASSIN
ANSSASSIN'S

L RERD
ASSASSINGS HE RE S
WIS

CASASSINS UN IT'T

& UNDERWO

e SECRERY
CRUSADE 3

U

e crris

- ¢ =
EVECATION SRR I e

o

\ Assas Zuw FORSAKEN OLIVER mg_,\w,a, ]

= ’\l“\jw‘it

OLIVER BOWDEN =

N OLIVER BOWDEN /&

SUsle- OLIVER BOWDEN &

DOHERTY
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Overlap

Thrillers

._.'zh‘m
S THDUS&HD
r}.fnLLlﬂﬁ_;

RALPH
{COMPTON

= RBAS!

I‘IHIN'FI!'H HI.ENEII

HIGH : ! . . B ’ E el El‘.‘y’é'::::#
COUNTRY' W i e e :
JUSTICE

Crime

Mystery

weTian

IMIMM

L.J. WASHBURN WANDERING MAN

nnml THIRTEEN
*/4] BULLETS

COMPTON,

PRI 7 prcos
% o UNERTAKER
.. y WRED

. IATTEE . = TRAIL
HOLD =%y —
BACK THE s 1.3 ShootOnt at, BN s 3

Quarry's Blood
WarklanCain

meu
odom

LLl":Ell“i.r_“ll"‘Cl

Science Fiction




Adventure Starter Pack

Representative of genre
Well-reviewed

Wide appeal

Available on audio




The De VI/'S Sea (Dlrk Pltt 'LL26) "1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

by Dirk Cussler (2021) GCLIVE
The benchmark adventure series enters a @@$§&EE& @

new generation. THE
- All the elements: globetrotting & deep- DEY!!:.%ELEA

sea action, tsunamis, a sacred statue
carved from a meteorite, the Dalai Lama!!

. "Where's the Cussler?" is how
most Adventure RA begins.




Seven Deadly Wonders e —
by Matthew Reilly (2006)

. Adventure fiction to the maximum degree:
Reilly goes for it!

. First in Jack West Jr. Countdown.

- Wildly improbable plot, delightfully
cartoonish heroes, non-stop action!

~VINCE FLYNN, New York Times =
estselling author of American Assassin




Gentleman Captain
by J.D. Davies (2012)

- Excellent lesser-known trilogy debut, on
a par with Forester & O'Brian. One
to share w/ all those jaded nautical
fiction fans.

Unusual 17th Century setting.

- Perfect balance of rapid-fire action and
well-researched history.

.....

gENTL EMAN

(aprain

AAAAAA




Marah Chase and the

Conqueror's Tomb
by Jay Stringer (2019)

- Freewheeling homage to traditional
adventure tropes, with a queer Jewish
heroine — what's not to like?

- Fun for younger fans, broadening for
older ones.

JAY STRINGER

MARAH GHASE

AND THE A NOVEL

\iis
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Tuesday Mooney Talks to

Ghosts
by Kate Racculia (2020)

. Great example of genre-blending
adventure storytelling for both mainstream
and fantasy fans: a great bridge.

- Rag-tag band on a treasure hunt.

- Added depth and heart - satisfying, fresh,
unpredictable.




Western Starter Pack

Representative of genre
Well-reviewed

Wide appeal

Available on audio

o \Ul/



NATIONAL BESTSELLING AUTHORS

Death & Texas

by William Johnstone and
J. A. Johnstone (2022)

. First in a new series.

- The governor wants to clean up Texas and
decides to hire someone outside of the law

to get it done.




Wild Salvation
by Alfred Stifsim (2022) W I L I'

SHLATION

Innocent Black man accused of assault and
facing a lynching, flees into the West.

- Touches on race and gender issues without
sacrificing character or plot. »i

A NOVEL BY

A= = [ SEEES M
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Heresy
by Melissa Lenhardt (2018)

. 2022 Audie winner for Best Multi-Voiced
Performance.

- Unusual narrative—including diary entries,
clippings, interview transcripts.

. All-female gang of bank robbers.

"An all-out women-driven, queer, transgender, multiracial takeover of the
Old West . . . and that's exactly what Melissa Lenhardt delivers in her
unapologetically badass western, Heresy." - New York Times

“A bold new sto ry where women have
taken thelr rightful place In the narrative
of the outlaw Western genre,”

—KATHLEEN KENT

MELISSA
LENHARDT

\iis
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All Things Left Wild
by James Wade (2020)

- Revenge

. Outlaws on the run (some more guilty
than others)

- Won the 2021 Spur Award for Historical
Novel and the 2021 Reading the West
Award for Best Debut Novel.




The Thousand Crimes of T HE
Ming Tsu

by Tom Lin (2021) THI]HEANI]

e LRIME:
MING . 751

- Magical Realism

- Winner of the 2021 Carnegie Medal for
Excellence in Fiction.

o \Uhl/



Books we can’t wait to rea

“Impeccable story logic, fantastic prose, / | LN . ) / i USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

RALPH
COMPTON

sly humor, and hope in all its glory.”

Zig Zag Claybourne, author of Afro Puffs
are the Antennae of the Universe

A

BOYD '
TMORRISO N

et

BULLETS

A RALPH COMPTON WESTERN BY SEAN DANKER

‘Fantastic
700 go. Highly recommended! LEE CHILD

i1/
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FINDING

ADVENTURE
STORIES &
WESTERNS
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