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What is True Crime¢

e Non-Fiction Narrative
o Real-life events centered around a crime

o Intricately researched

* (Can focus on one crime, multiple crimes,
or an anthology centered around a theme.

* Engaging, Evocative, and Engrossing

1l
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What True Crime is NOT?

.

"' Schitts@reek

« Mysteries, Thrillers, Suspense
« Crime Fiction

o Fictionalized

THATS'NOTTRUE )

Ul
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History of the Genre
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The Beginnings of True Crime

TRANSLATED BY CHRISTOPHER REA AND BRUCE RUSK

c. 1617 1692 1752 1853

Wil

"True Crime Murder Pamphlets" NIH, U.S. National Library of Medicine IBRARY
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https://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/murderpamphlets/pamphlets.html

Twentieth Century

el AN RULE

Updated
with a
mew ©hapler
and new
photon!

SHE WOULD DO ANYTHING
. TO BE POPUI.AR EVEN KILL!

=

'Irnu: DETECTIVE

AUTHENTIC STORIES OF CRIME DETECTION
25¢
(/

THE RIDDLE OF OREGON'S
" DISMEMBERED BRUNETTE

A cold-blooded killer hacked up his victim 2
+ and strewed body parts all over the county /¥

ONCE OVER LIGHTLY,
WITH ARSENIC

S The witty Indiana barber had no quips
to explain the odd deaths of twa wives

THE NYLON STRANGLER '

¢ Los Angeles cops who got a look at him knew
one thing: He could run like on antelope

THE SHATTERING TRUE-CRIME CLASSIC

: STRANGER
BESIDE ME

- BOSTON STAKEOUT FOR
A TWO-TIME MURDERER

| &

DEATH,OF A"
CHEERLEADER

1924 - 1995 1966 First published 1980 1994
Not a book! Lifetime
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Why read True Crime¥¢

m oolve a puzzle

= et an inside look

== Learn what to avoid

il
Novellist BRARY
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Novelist Appeals

Put together the pieces.

1l
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True Crime Appeals

Issue-oriented

Fast-paced

Well researched

Sobering

Unconventional

Leisurely paced

Gritty

Disturbing

Own voices

Intensifying

Richly detailed

Thought-
provoking

Accessible

Suspenseful

Conversational

Bleak

Compelling

Atmospheric

Wil
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

THE MAN WHO FOOLED
WALL STREET,
HOLLYWOOD, arnd thie WORLD

— —

BILLION
DOLLAR

WlHALg\

TOM WRIGHT\\&*
BRADEEY HOPE

“How Goldman Sachs facilitated the heist of the century ... GRIPPING."
—FELIX SALMON, Axios

o

N T

Well-researched

2 Novelist

Writing Style

The #1 True Crime Bestseller of All Time

Vincent Bugliosi with Curt Gentry

Gritty

The

FALCON
THIEF |

A TRUE TALE
of
ADVENTURE,
TREACHERY

HUNT FOR THE
FERFECT BIRD

oshua Hammer

Richly detailed

Wl
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GILBERT KING

PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING AUTHOR @&
|\ .

OF DEVIL IN VE

BENEATH
A
RUTHLES
SUN

A TRUE STORY OFN
VIOLENCE, RACE, AN

JUSTICE LOST AND FOU

Sobering

13 Novellist

The Bath School Disaster and the
Birth of the Modern Mass Killer

e
- HAROLD SGHEGHTEH

i AUTHOR OF HELL’S PRINCESS

Disturbing

THE BLOOD OF

EMMETT

TiMOTHY B. TYSON

Author of Blood Done Sign My Name

Thought-provoking




Subgenres




Sernal killers

The lives and crimes of killers.

“A well-told, powerful story. Backderf is quite skilled in using comics to tell this
tale of a truly weird and sinister 1970s adolescent world.” —R. Crumb

MY FRIEND

FLARY | [
mthRs |

mcm

MAGIC, AND
L MADNESS AT THE FAIR
]. THAT CHANGED AMERICA

H | ’r E MURDER,

“Chilling. .. Propulsive and
un-put-downable.” —USA Today

THE HUNT For THe MOST
METICULOUS SERIAL KILLER
oF THE 2157 CENTURY

EI’\II’\

. Dfﬂdi'ch:men Throughout History " . -

TORI TELFER L A RSON

i =
lr ik Tilustra h:,D mcn {:r, 1_. : // i or ofF ISAAC’S STORM
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s Novelist Lo



16

BUHE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

FTHE GOOD
I NURSE| g

A TRUE STORY OF
MEDICINE, MADNESS,
AND MURDER

CHARLESQR%LBER_:

“A stunning book. . .that should and does bring 1o mind 3
In Cold Blosd.... A thriller in every sense of the word.® &
—JANET MASLIN, New Yerk Times —g

E

Novelist

Medical murder

Medical professionals who violate the Hippocratic Oath.

THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Blnd

UPDATED BY
THE AUTHOR

James =~
B.Stewart

AUTHOR OF DEN OF THIEVES AND WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE

r::;;

,,;;:‘?j

“A fascinating turn of the century story of medical malpractice
and murder. If you liked The Afienist, you'll fi j
all the more gripping because this story is true.”
— MICHAEL CONNELLY

STARVATION
HEIGHTS

A True Story of Murder and Malice in the Woods

of the Pacific Northwest

E\i‘

&lElelc ¢ o MSIERN

NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author
. — -

“One of the best books |'ve read this year. A tour de force of storytelling,
both chilling and thrilling.” —LOUISE PENNY

THE CASE

OF THE
‘MURDEROUS
DR. CREAM

THE HUNT FOR
A VICTORIAN ERA
SERIAL KILLER

DEAN JOBB

AUTHOR OF EMPIRE'OF PECERTION

U
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White collar crime & fraud

Financially motivated, nonviolent crime.

OO
CONFIDENT
=== |, WOMEN

e""Anlla cOAO

SWINDLERS, GRIFTERS, AND SHAPESHIFTERS

m OF THE FEMININE PERSUASION

Q I
THE TRUE STORY OF A FAKE HEIRESS ! ' H

TORI TELFER

AUTHER OF LARY KILLERS: DEADLY WOMEN THROUEKOUT KISTORY

Secrets and Lies

in a Silicon
Valley Startup

\l 1]}
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THANDSOME
'JOHNNY

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF JOHNNY ROSSELLI
GENTLEMAN GANGSTER,
. HOLLYWOOD PRODUGER, CIA ASSASSIN

. LEE SERVER

Novelist

Organized Crime

Gangsters, mobsters, and more.

ful biograp!

VISIBLE,

i Kl

The Forgotten Story of the
Black Woman Lawyer Who Took Down
America’s Most Powerful Mobster

STEPHEN L. CARTER

i tn - Author of The Emperor of Ocean Park i

: g

i istible rea £
- ntless, irres HE FORC!I
Arler[leSLO, guTHOR OF T

—DON




Cults

Charisma gone wrong,.

PILGRIM'S
WILDERNESS

A TRUE STORY oF

TH OAD TO : FAITHm"MADNESS
| mAI.ASKA FRONTIER

<

’ THE
SHOCKING

STORY OF

KEITH

RANIERE
. ANDTHE
* WOMEN;

JONESTOWN™
JIM JONES AND

NEW YORK TIMES

PEOPLES TEMPLE
Y JEEF GUINN

AUTHOR OF THE NATIONAL BESTSELLER MANSON

“A thoroughly readable, thoroughly chilling account of
a brilliant con man and his all-too vulnerable prey.”
—Dan Cryer, The Boston Globe

\l |
IBRARY
READS
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Wrongfully Accused

Convicted for crimes they didn't commit.

NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE

THE UNTOLD STORY BEHIND ONE OF
NEW YORK CITY’S MOST INFAMOUS CRIMES

reminder of the racism and intoleronce found in southern history and of

J 0 H N G R I S H A M . - how difficult change has been, It's o terrific rend.” —JOHN GRISHAM B -:.:
KAREN L. COX i “Patags e et s and baanced ok i e Uk

THE CADAVER ki N
KING |

—— A

THE COUNTRY MR
D E N IS : RQJ'::E::;*aifL’.‘:';‘:;;h

[ With a foreword by "A highly entertaining story about o long forgaften murder. 1§ is olso. o

: ; \
A TRUE STORY of INJUSTICE =

in the AMERICAN SOUTH

RADLEY BALKO . oy Sl b
UCKER CARRINGTO S0% M Lara Bazelon

Novelist



Cold Cases

The perpetrator is still at large.

NATIONAL BESTSELLER

"COMPASSIONATE." "CAPTIVATING."
“A masterful work of literary journalism crafted RN —805TON ELOBE
with the urgency of a mystery.” —The Boston Globe NETFL'X
“RIVETING AND HEARTBREAKING." ANETFLIX FILM

Killers ./

' 7 ; B “TRUE-CRIME REPORTING AT ITS BEST."
NS —WASHINGTON POST

Wha "‘:‘::‘ the Plower NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
Moon -

oy Z
i

Happened
. to Paula

’ * AN AMERICAN GIRL AN UNSOLVED

The Osage Murders and _

Katherine Dykstra the Birth of the FBI AMERICAN MYSTERY

WITH A NEW EPILOGUE

\Il 1]
Novelist Lo



Bilographies & Memoirs

Narratives of folks who have had close encounters/relationships with the perpetrator.

ELLEN MCGARRAHAN A MYSTERY of

BETRAYAL,
FAMILY SECRETS and
STOLEN IDENTITY

THE"
PHANTOM

YELLOW | BRZII:

MY LIFE
WITH
TED BUNDY

%
ELIZABETH KENDALL

WITH'A CONTRIBUTION FROM MOLLY KENLI]AI.'If

SIERRA CRANE HURDIICH

MURDER,
" APRIVATE
INVESTIGATOR,

AND HER

SEARCHFOR

JUSTICE

- \l
. Novelist T
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Popular books & authors to know

Don't miss out on these books.

THE
STRANGER
BESIDE ME

: The Classic Story
of Seduction and Murder

ANN RULE

NATIONAL BESTSELLER

-

»

U 1\ A
A Story of
Violent Faith

OF HEAVEN

On July 24, 1984, a woman and her infant daughter were
murdered by two brothers who believed they were ordered
to kill by God. The roots of their crime lie deep in the

history of an American religion practiced by millions . . .

YN
L

ALMA FIELDING

A TRUE GHOST STORY

KATE SUMMERSCALE

Edgar Award-winning author of THE WICKED BOY
L . T

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

M. WILLIAM
P

HELPS

STAR OF INVESTIGATION DISCOVERY'S DARK MINDS

my friendship
with a .

serial killer

“POWERFUL, DI STURBING.”

DANGERDUS




Other authors to know

“The Poisoner’s Handbook
breathes deadly life into the
Roaring Twenties.”

“I NATIONAL BESTSELLER 1 i
" #1 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER

NOTABLE BOOKS
TheNework Times
Book Review

Author of Columbine

MADNESS AT THE FAIR

PARKLAND ! THAT CHANGED AMERICA

MURDER, \ / I ( 3 e <a the Birth of FORENS/c
MAGIC, AND I C 5/ /“\m“‘ JAZL AGE NEW )(,,?MEDIU/V[
| P\—/S

A STORY OF JUSTICE

AND REDEMPTION A:mvok ‘ = .
). HARSED0kK

)
é‘ * DEBORAH BLUM -
I‘ j; a I I authorof GHOST HUNTERS

“As absorbing a piece of popular history as one will ever hope to find.” 1 S | e ‘ / e [ l S O [ l
4 )

—San Francisco Chronicle

E R I I{ “Every bit as moving as 7o Kill a Mockingbird,
~ and in some ways more so. . . a stirring testament

to the salvation that fighting for the vulnerable

L A R S N 4 sometimes yields.”
V_ —The New York Review of Books

AUTHOR OF ISAAC’S STORM
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AwaArds

THE

LWA DAGGER

2021

THE

NED KELLY
AWARDS

Mystery Writ X
Fiirivnnrl;:::m w

Wi NNERS

\I 1]}
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INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER

THE KILLER
ACROSS
THE TABLE

UNLOCKING THE SECRETS OF
SERIAL KILLERS AND PREDATORS WITH
THE FBI'S ORIGINAL MINDHUNTER

—

JOHN DOUGLAS w

MARK OLSHAKER
AUTHORS OF THE #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER MINDHUNTER

Novelist

‘An incredible tale of survival.’
Jon Ronson, author of
The Psychopath Test

THE §

0gyCH

A TRUE STORY

b
-

Mary Turner Thomson

Criminal Psychology

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

The

Confidence
Game

0

Maria Konnikova

Mastermind

“If you liked Malcolm Gladwell’s Blink, you’ll love this lucid and

revelatory look into our oh-so-susceptible selves.”
—Erik Larson, Dead Wake

‘An intricate and brilliantly written psychiatric perspective on the most perplexing of crimes’

KERRY DAYNES, author of The Dark Side of the Mind

the

mind
of a
murderer

WHAT MAKES A KILLER?

Dr Richard Taylor

1l

IBRARY
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Podcasters Turned True Crime Writers

Started Solving Murders

SURUTHI BALA AND HANNAH MAGUIRE gj
Yomse. N o

* AN EXPLORATION

@“‘ DARKNESS M —

ﬁ e e
How One True-Crime Writer
STAY SEXY gl

HOW TO

CULTSAN 7 WITH ME /\/\URDERED

STORIES OF

A ] | b ;;‘”w il \: \ |
BILLY JENSEN df MURDERANDMAYHEM
Foreword by Karen Kilgariff, cohost of My Favorite Murder

- O ! m, UK ‘ FROM HISTORY'S MOST
By svorflle Do  NOTORIOUS SERIAL KILLERS !



Silver Screen Adaptations

NOW

“A rollicking tale.” ‘ ‘“5"“‘“;}335 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
A MAJOR . R
THE = THE RUN
PICTURE

THE PEOPLE MURDER

PRINCE V.

S UFE v — THE
_WITH | “ 'f% ~ BAYOU

) TED BUNDY _
STOCK MARKET MULTIMILBIONAIRE AT 26/ ' d E F F R E Y

FEDERAL CONVI T 36 N-
E“ZABET”KE”&“;L TOOBIN

)’/ UPDATED AND EXPANDED EDITION

I'N

E TIPS

\l |
IBRARY
READS
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A MURDER AT HARVARD
AND A HALF CENTURY
OF SILENCE

Novelist

The Lives of the Victims

The Good Girlsis narrative reportage
—FATIMA BHUTTO

AN ORDINARY
KILLING

NTOLD LIVES

OF THE WOMEN KILLED BY

Ol ). N T A KTCD

Author of Beautiful Thing: Inside the Secret World of Bombay's Dance Bars

JACK THE RIPPER

A TRUE STORY OF
LOVE, LUST, AND MURDER

IN QUEER NEW YORK

0

U

READS



Helping
readers

33 NOV@I_ﬁSt
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Are there
certain crimes
that you prefer
not to read?

NE

I What sparked
your interest in
True Crime?

‘ N

Novelist

Ask Questions!

Is there a True Crime
podcast or show that
you have seen/listened
to recently that you've

enjoyed?

Ask about
format!

J

N

True Crime is the
inspiration of many
titles in the mystery
genre. Can | offer
some suggestions?

N

1l
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~Diyoy

HAROLD ERIC

SCHECHTER POWELL

Graphic Novels

Novellist

Connecting the Dots

GOD_; ESS\

EARWOLF

Podcasts

igent; timely> pitch=perfectjolt of American noir. S. A. Coshy is a welcome,
eshing new vo literature” —DENNIS LEHANE

Thriller

Lists

W

READS
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True Crime Starter Pack

Representative of genre

Well-reviewed

Wide appeal

Published within the last
three years

Novelist

il
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I'll Be Gone in the Dark
by Michelle McNamaro
(2018)

Haunting, well-researched,
accessible

Reads like fiction

Central focus: McNamara's work
to help solve the then unsolved
case of the Golden State Killer

Novelist

. "A brilliant genre-buster.

T BE Gl]NE'
IN THE DARK

ONE WOMAN'S
"OBSESSIVE SEARCH FOR THE
GOLDEN STATE KILLER

MIBHEllE McNAMAHA

RODUCTION BY
AND AN AFTER WORD,» Y PATTON OSWA

>"‘ b A B

I Now AN e

DOCUMENTARY

SERIES (A

i!i'l!S.l.S!ﬂ S!W'.II)HIOA M3IN l#

U

READS



Catch and Kill
by Ronan Farrow (2019)

- Sobering, issue-oriented
- #MeToo
- Coverups and powerful people

- Center stage: journalist Ronan
Farrow; producer Harvey

Weinstein; former Today show RONAN FARROW

host Matt Lauer

1l

= Novellist it



Furious Hours
by Casey N. Cep (2019)

- Accessible, stylistically complex, well-

researched

. . _‘ MURDER, FRAUD, anp Y
- Biography and true crime B THE LAST TRIAL OF _i§

 HARPER LEE

- Southern setting

- Center stage: the trial of the man who
murdered 1970s serial killer Willie
Maxwell; famed author Harper Lee;
racial politics

39 NOV@LGiSt
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American Sherlock

by Kate Winkler Dawson
(2020)

- Suspenseful, richly detailed

- Biography and True Crime:
describes the life of Edward Oscar
Heinrich

- Perfect for: readers interested in the
forensics/CSI parts of true crime

Novelist

e R

MURDER FORENSICS

»,«‘:.‘:“w., et e e

e TR ¥
of AMERICAN c

\BRARY
READS
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The Ground Breaking
by Scoftt Ellsworth (2021)

- Moving, richly detailed, thoughtful

. Combines true crime and an
examination of society

- Center stage: historian Scott
Ellsworth, who returns to his
hometown to try and find answers
about the massacre

Novelist

& “r A -‘*..‘“ Vi 4 ‘
i Scott

Ellsworth

Ul
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Books We
Can't Wait
to Read

42 NOV@I;I st
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Novelist

,E.- v , 5
HALF-AGRE

THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE BENDERS,
A SERIAL KILLER FAMILY
ON THE AMERICAN FRONTIER

SUSAN JONUSAS

\ PERPETRATED I

“KEAN IS ONE OF AMERICA'S
SMARTEST AND MOST CHARMING
SCIENCE WRITERS.”

|
‘Muroer. FRALD.

SRBOTAGE, PIRACY. AND OTHER

DASTARDLY BEEDS

N THE NAME U7
CIENEE..

U

READS
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THE TRUE STORIES OF HISTORY'S
DEADLIEST WOMEN

SHE KILLS ME

JENNIFER WRIGHT
STRATIONS BY EVA BEE

a 9rarhic memoir of &
p true crime obsession

w

ng« N’lgwau Ca/mpbdl

\‘BRARY
READS
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Sy O
MURDER, SECRETS, AND
SCANDAL IN OLD LOUISVILLE

PN

A

DARK
ROOM

C~1/N -9

G | T TR
BALL
LY

(

Y DAVID DOMINE

The Victims of John Wayne Gacy
and the Lives They Left Behind

DAVID NELSON

1l
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THANK YOU
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FINDING
TRUE GRIME

IN NOVELIST

Novelist
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